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Osnabriick and Minister, which they had guaranteed,
might be supposed to be endangered. The bounds of
the Empire were further narrowed by the final separation
of two countries, once integral parts of Germany, and up
to this time legally members of her body. Holland and
Switzerland were, in A.D. 1648, declared independent

The Peace of Westphalia is an era in imperial history
not less clearly marked than the coronation of Otto the
Great, or the death of Frederick the Second. As from
the days of Maximilian it had borne a mixed or transi-
tional character, well expressed by the name Romano-
Germanic, so henceforth it is in everything but title purely
and solely a German Empire. Properly, indeed, it was no
longer an Empire at all, but a Confederation, and that of
the loosest sort For it had no common treasury, no
efficient common tribunals-c, no means of coercing a re-
fractory member d; its states were of different religions,
were governed according to different forms, were ad-
ministered judicially and financially without any regard to
each other. The traveller in Central Germany used, up
till 1866, to be amused to find, every hour or two, by the
change in the soldiers' uniforms, and in the colour of the
stripes on the railway fences, that he had passed out of
one and into another of its miniature kingdoms. Much

c The Imperial Chamber (Kam-
mergericht) continued, with fre-
quent and long interruptions, to
sit while the Empire lasted. But
its slowness and formality passed
that of any other legal body the
world has yet seen, and it had
no power to enforce its sentences.
Till 1689 it sat at Speyer, whence
the saying *Spirae lites spirant et
non exspirant;" in that year the

French kid Speyer in ashes, and
the Chamber was in 1693 esta-
blished at Wetzlar. The Aulic
council was little more efficient,
and was generally disliked as the
tool of imperial intrigue.

d The * matricula' specifying the
quota of each state to the imperial
army could not be any longer em-
ployed.
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